
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The MA in Multimedia Journalism offers students the opportunity to develop the practical, 
technical and intellectual skills required in modern digital journalism. 

It provides a firm basis in traditional journalism skills such as news values, writing, editing 
and production, while also embracing the on-going changes to professional practice brought 
about by the Internet and associated digital technology. The course has been revalidated 
(Jan 2017) to take into account the importance of social media, community engagement, 
mobile journalism and entrepreneurship.  

It is fundamentally practice-led, but students also study in depth and reflect on some of the 
issues facing professional journalists around the world.  

Recent developments such as Mobile Journalism as well as the new importance of video for 
our field, has been reflected in the teaching of both pathways. Students have covered the 
news using their mobile phone; a video assignment (piece to camera) is compulsory for the 
print & online students, who also had voice training.  

Law and ethic have taken an ever-increasing importance in the post-Leveson Inquiry 
environment in which journalists now operate. We also address important issues such as 
the rise of fake news and post-truth politics. This is reflected in a dedicated module (Issues 
In Journalism) where students answer a number of questions based on real life scenarios in 
a test paper. Additionally, law and ethical codes of conduct are embedded and applied in 
practical modules throughout the course. 

The course takes a global perspective, although is routed in the traditions of journalism in 
Britain. This is reflected in the richness and diversity of the student intake and enables 
students to learn from each other about journalism in other parts of the world. Students 
discover how news stories are reported differently in different countries or what makes a 
story international. 
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Employment and further study opportunities 

Today’s media employers need graduates with both good degrees and skills relevant to the 
workplace, i.e. employability skills.  

The University of Westminster, as a whole, is committed to developing employable 
graduates as part of its new Learning Futures strategy. This involves ensuring that career 
development skills are embedded in all courses and that opportunity for part-time work, 
placements and work-related learning activities are  widely available to students.  

Our academics, former journalists themselves, continue to cultivate their contacts with 
employers, involving them in teaching [see document ‘Guest Speakers & Guest Editors] and 
encouraging their participation in other aspects of the students’ career education. The 
university also provides up-to-date data on labour market trends and employers’ 
requirements, which informs the service delivered to students.  

A key strength of the course is the number visiting lecturers and guest editors we have 
coming in from industry – including staff who currently work at BBC, CNN, Radio 4, The 
Guardian and BuzzFeed.  
 

Westminster’s location in London means that we have easy access to visit the BBC (which is 
minutes away from our Regent’s Street campus), Google HQ (Holborn) and CNN (Oxford 
Street).   
 

Each year we hold dedicated MA Multimedia Journalism networking events where students 
meet editors and former alumni. They also receive practical instruction on job seeking from 
the university careers team, which also discusses CVs and job applications. We offer each 
student personal tutorials throughout the year where students are advised about securing 
internships and employability issues.  

Students output content to a range of multimedia platforms. A new and faster course site, 
Voice of Westminster, is used throughout.  MA students also contribute to Smoke Magazine 
and the QH Newspaper.   
 

In what is a highly competitive market, former students have obtained full-time or freelance 
work at BBC, Sky News, ITN, The Guardian, CNN (UK and in India) and Google  [see 
document Work Placements & Course Outcomes]. Students are also encouraged to go on to 
further academic study, perhaps moving on to Westminster’s internationally recognised 
PhD program.  
 
 

Teaching and resources  
 
This MA is a highly intensive course, with a packed timetable: it is taught in lectures, 



seminars, ‘hands-on’ practical workshops and small group or individual tutorials; 
assessment is through coursework – ‘real’ journalistic practical assignments and ‘live’ 
programmes, either carried out individually, or as part of a group project; essays are set to 
allow students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of concepts, reflective 
reports on their practical projects are also assessed.  
 
We have state-of the-art professional standard radio and TV studios and the latest 
professional standard digital equipment. This means that students can use in all the 
production software and technical equipment used by today’s journalists; we expect them 
to effectively research and gather the source material necessary for their journalistic 
assignments, using the internet, digital archives and other resources; to carry out their 
assignments with meticulous care, and with regard to legal and ethical issues; and to be able 
to work as an individual or co-operate effectively with class colleagues on team 
assignments. Students are also taught drone journalism, thanks to the purchase of two DJI 
Phantom Professional drones.  

MA Multimedia students have been successful in recent BJTC Awards. Max Burnell, a 
broadcast student, was runner-up in best Radio Documentary in 2016. In 2017 Yee Liu 
Williams, Minghao Gao and Romana Bekkao were runners-up in the award for TV News 
Feature for their documentary The Forgotten Dead.  

 


