
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Do you want to be in the thick of the action? Witness history happening? Do you want to report breaking 
news? Tweet it, share it and broadcast it?  If your ambition is to be a professional journalist, then 
UCLan’s MA Broadcast Journalism programme is where you start your journey. 

Are you already a working journalist, interested in developing your multimedia profile by learning craft 
broadcast skills? Our MA Broadcast Journalism programme will give you the knowledge and training 
you need to work in any modern digital newsroom.   

The Course 
• Course: MA Broadcast Journalism 
• Duration: One year 
• Level: Postgraduate 
• Delivery: Campus, Full-time  
• JACS Code: P500;  
• Campus: Preston  
• Course Start Date: September 
• Award Type: MA 
• Excellent employability 
• Industry Placements  
• Accredited by the Broadcast Journalism Training Council 
• Successful completion means you graduate with a Masters Degree and a BJTC Certificate  
• Industry standard newsrooms, TV and radio studios 
• Voice coaching and industry-like production news days. 
• Media law and court reporting  

 
 Course overview 
At UCLan we’ve taught journalism for nearly 50 years. We are proud of our history - and we are still 
leading the way with our innovative MA Broadcast Journalism programme. The course has a reputation 
for the quality of its teaching. We have drawn on our years of experience as journalism educators to 
produce  outstanding postgraduates ready to work professionally within journalism, the creative 
industries and other allied careers.  We believe strongly in nurturing talent and developing potential.  
We believe in inspiring our students to be confident, curious and ambitious. We practice constructive 
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feedback and the pastoral care of our students is as important as their professional and academic 
success.   

 

We’re also one of the most innovative courses in the country in terms of our facilities, our teaching and 
industry research.  Our Creative Innovation Zone is involved in collaborative projects with leading media 
organisations nationally and internationally. This research feeds into our teaching.     

The course offers you practical training in broadcast journalism and all aspects of multimedia 
journalism.  We believe in ‘learning by doing’, so you will enjoy hands-on, industry standard news days, 
where you will produce content for radio, TV, and digital platforms.  You will learn how to find and tell 
powerful stories, sharing them across social media to engage specific audiences. You will also gain a 
thorough understanding of media law, ethics and public administration. 

Throughout the course you will be encouraged to aim high, to work like a professional, to be creative 
and original and to develop as an individual. If you want the best possible start to your professional 
career, make us your first choice.    
 
 
Accreditation 
 
This course is held in high esteem within the industry and is currently accredited by the Broadcast 
Journalism Training Council. Our students also have the opportunity to take some of the exams for the 
NCTJ Diploma.  Journalism is evolving rapidly as new technology is developed and social media 
networks expand.  The course prides itself on keeping up to date with changes in the media sector so, 
while learning  broadcast skills, you will also hone your abilities to work across digital platforms and 
social media, to graduate as a truly multiplatform journalist.  

Employability  

The MA Broadcast Journalism programme is highly regarded by employers, as it has produced an 
impressive list of journalism and media alumni over the years. These include ITV presenter Ranvir 
Singh,  Emma Gormley, Head of ITV Studios Daytime and Richard Frediani, Senior Programme Editor 
ITV News.  Our alumni network is extensive and this creates opportunities for work placements and 
jobs for our students.  Graduates have gone on to work within a wide range of journalism and media 
organisations including BBC Local Radio,  Global Radio and Bauer Media, Regional TV, ITV,  ITN, Sky, 
BBC TV, regional and local newspapers, online/digital/social media, press offices, communications and 
PR.   
 
 
What you will learn 
 
The MA Broadcast Journalism programme gives students the opportunity to acquire craft broadcast 
journalism skills to prepare you for your first job in the broadcast sector. The programme also aims to 
equip students with all the skills and attributes needed to work in a multi-media, multiplatform 
newsroom. From the first day of the course, you will be encouraged to think like journalists - to be 
inquisitive, resourceful, curious, sceptical and persistent in your quest.   Our friendly teaching team 
members have years of practical experience as professional journalists in industry and they will guide 
and support you to become an ethical, creative and multiskilled journalist. Your skills, abilities and 
confidence will grow, as you progress through the course.  The course also offers you the opportunity 
to develop your own, individual interests and passions within our seminars, news days and through 
production of a major project. You can choose the  platform- broadcast, digital, podcast- and the subject, 
whether that’s politics, music, sport  or current topical issues.   There are opportunities within our 
assessments and options to enable you to produce journalism, focusing on the subjects that matter to 
you, using the platforms you enjoy most. 
 
Key/core skills:  



 
• Writing – for radio, TV, online,  
• Reporting skills e.g. Interviewing, how and where to find stories, accuracy, balance and 

verification 
• Social media management  
• Media law and court reporting 
• Filming, recording and editing for TV, radio and mobile.  
• Reporting politics 
• Ethics 
• Industry-like production newsdays – radio, TV, digital, online 
• Voice training & presentation 
• TV gallery/production 
• Industry work placements 

 
 

Professional Placements 

Work placements are built into the fabric of our degree as we know that successful placements can 
lead to jobs. During the course, all students must do a minimum 15 days placement and we offer support 
and guidance to help you along the way. As well as providing you with an invaluable list of placement 
opportunities, we will also help you to maximise your employability, for example through development 
of an impressive CV and showreel; interview techniques and personal presentation; approaching 
employers and  pitching ideas  to industry; working freelance/self-employed.   

cJAM Employability Event  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBoqBL4V6IE 

 UCLan stages a regular event where journalism and media professionals from across the country visit 
UCLan to offer presentations, guidance and the chance for you to pitch to them, for work placements.  
Our students go on work experience to a broad range of organisations. Last year 90 students won 
placements with 35 blue chip media companies in a single day. cJAM provides the perfect opportunity 
for you to pursue your individual interests and ambitions and pitch ideas face-to-face to a senior 
employer.  

Recent professional placements enjoyed by our students include BBC and commercial radio, regional 
and local newspapers and magazines,  regional television,  BBC Newsround, ITN and ITV News,  ITV 
Tonight , ITV Studios Daytime, the BBC World Service and Radio 4. BBC Sport,  BBC programmes 
including Panorama, Watchdog and Rip Off Britain,  Soundsphere – the online music website and Nine 
Lives Media, a major independent production company.   

Fees 
• UK students                                          £6,700 
• EU students                                          £6,700 
• Non EU students                                 £12,950 

 
 
Entry requirements 
 
You will normally be expected to have an upper second or first class honours degree from a British 
higher education institution, or an equivalent overseas qualification. The degree may be in any subject, 
although complementary subjects, such as English, Politics, History or a foreign language are especially 
useful. You will also need a very good standard of written English and in normal circumstances, a good 
speaking voice. Mature students and candidates with non-standard qualifications may also apply, if they 
have substantial professional/relevant experience. All applicants are expected to show knowledge, 
enthusiasm and commitment, which may be demonstrated by a record of work experience or 
involvement in media projects.   



 
Candidates are required to submit a formal UCLan application form as well as a supplementary 
exercise. MA Application pack.  Candidates will also be invited for interview as part of the admissions 
process, to assess suitability for a career in journalism. 
 
Candidates for whom English is not the first language, should be able to demonstrate high standards, 
at IELTS 7.5 or equivalent, in all four elements of reading, writing, speaking and listening. The focus of 
the course is the UK broadcast industry and includes UK law and public administration. 
 

•  Further details of the course can be found at this link   
https://www.uclan.ac.uk/courses/ma_broadcast_journalism.php      

 


