
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sports Journalism at Uclan offers you the chance to learn the multimedia skills and 
techniques required to become a professional sports journalist. The role of the sports 
journalist is increasingly important; reporting the action and results that millions want to know 
about and also scrutinising the activities of those who organise and fund the increasingly 
varied sports agenda. It is also, of course, great fun and one of the most exciting jobs around. 
  
The Course 

• Course: BA Honours Sport Journalism. 
• Duration: Three years 
• Level: Undergraduate 
• Delivery: Campus, Full-time 
• UCAS Code: P501 
• Campus: Preston  
• Course Start Date: September 
• Award Type: BA (Hons) 
• Accredited by the Broadcast Journalism Training Council (BJTC) 
• Industry placements 
• Partnerships with Preston North End, Bolton Wanderers and Fleetwood, which leads to many 

students undertaking work placement at those clubs 
• Opportunity for one second year student to go on a two-week placement at Chelsea FC 
• Industry standard newsrooms, TV and Radio studios 
• Voice coaching and industry-like production newsdays in Years 1, 2 and 3.  
• Media Law and Court Reporting  
• Opportunity to study abroad in Year 2 and/or take part in opportunities overseas. 

 
Students who apply for this course will be invited for interview and asked to take part in an entrance 
test before an offer is made in order to assess suitability for a career in journalism. This is a requirement 
of all journalism programmes that are accredited by the Broadcast Journalism Training Council.  
 
Applicants who do not have English as their native language or a prior qualification delivered entirely in 
English will need to have passed the IELTS test at 7.5 in all four elements.  
 

Promise of Performance 

BA Sports Journalism 



•  Further details of the course can be found at this link      
http://www.uclan.ac.uk/courses/ba_hons_sports_journalism.php 
          

 
Course overview 
 
BA Hons Sports Journalism at Uclan offers you practical training in all aspects of multimedia journalism, 
underpinned by hands-on, industry standard newsdays, where you will produce sports stories for radio, 
TV, online, digital and magazines/print. If you are determined to have the best possible start to your 
professional career, make us your first choice.  Throughout the course you will be encouraged to aim 
high, to work like a professional, to be creative and original and to develop as an individual.  
The course, which scored strongly in the latest National Student Survey (NSS, 2018), is aimed at 
students considering a career in the media or communications industries. The programme also 
develops transferable skills that will prepare you for a range of graduate-level jobs.  
You will not only learn how to operate as a sports journalist, you will also study the structure of sport 
and its development into a multimillion-pound industry.  You will engage in experiential learning – both 
in our newsrooms through a series of supervised newsdays and also through work placements, which 
you will be encouraged to undertake throughout your time at Uclan. You will complete a minimum of 15 
days placement during your studies, though you will be encouraged to do more. 
The programme draws on the wealth of sporting tradition and industry professionals in the North West 
region. It is the home of Premier League football and has a proud history of success in cricket, rugby 
league, cycling and many other sports.   Most of your course will be assessed in practical projects and 
coursework, although there are exams in subjects such as law and shorthand.  
Journalism has been taught in Preston for more than 50 years and we draw on all this experience to 
provide a course which produces outstanding graduates ready to work professionally within journalism, 
the creative industries and other allied careers.  We believe strongly in the pastoral care of our students 
as well as their professional and academic success. 
The course prides itself on keeping up to date with the changes in the sector and working across the 
different mediums so you can hone skills in radio, TV, print/magazine and digital journalism, to graduate 
as a truly multiplatform journalist.  
 
 
Accreditation 
The course is accredited by the Broadcast Journalism Training Council (BJTC). http://www.bjtc.org.uk/ 
 

Employability  

BA (Hons) Sports Journalism at UCLan has an excellent record for employability. Recent statistics 
showed that 100% of our graduates were in work/study six months after finishing, with 80% in a 
professional or managerial job within six months of graduation (Unistats 2018). Our graduates have 
gone on to work for the BBC, ITV, Granada, Sky Sports, Press Association, Daily Mail, Sunday Express, 
Daily Star, Liverpool, Everton, Manchester United, Manchester City, County Championship cricket clubs 
and UK Athletics – to name a few. Many of our graduates have also taken on media roles at football 
clubs such as Stoke, Bolton Wanderers, Wigan Athletic, Norwich City, Preston North End, Blackpool 
and Nottingham Forest.  
 
What you will learn 
 
The BA (Hons) Sports Journalism programme aims to equip students with all the skills and attributes 
needed to work in a multi-media, multiplatform newsroom. From the first day of the course, you will be 
encouraged to think like journalists - to be inquisitive, resourceful, sceptical and persistent in your quest.   
Our friendly staff, who have years of practical experience working as journalists in industry for the BBC, 
ITV, Sky, newspapers and magazines, will guide and support you, to become an ethical, creative and 
multiskilled journalist. Your skills, abilities and confidence will grow, as you progress through the course.   
 



Year One 

In the first year, you will start to learn how to operate as a professional sports journalist. You will learn 
the core skills of newsgathering, reporting and writing, along with multimedia journalism skills.  You will 
learn about the history and the economics of the media. You will be given a thorough grounding in 
media law and regulation and you will learn how to operate as a sports journalist in an ethical framework.  
You will also learn Teeline shorthand.   

 

Year Two 

In the second year, a multimedia approach allows you to develop your sports journalism skills to a more 
advanced level, operating in an exciting and rewarding sports newsroom environment. You will take 
part in 15 news days, designed to replicate what you will experience as a working journalist in the 
industry and which involves deadlines at the end of each day. There is also the option for you to spend 
part or the whole of your second year studying abroad at a university overseas.  

 

Year Three 

In the final year, you will continue to develop your multimedia sports journalism skills to a professional 
level in preparation for employment. There is a compulsory industry placement which will enable you to 
take advantage of our superb links with the sports media and sports organisations to gain experience 
in leading organisations. There will also be a choice of optional modules to complete your degree 
programme.  

 

Key/core skills:  
 

• Writing – for radio, TV, online, magazines/print 
• Reporting skills e.g. Interviewing, how and where to find stories, accuracy, balance and 

verification 
• Shorthand  
• Media Law and Court Reporting 
• Filming, recording and editing for TV, radio and mobile. 
• Ethics 
• Industry-like production newsdays – radio, TV, digital, online, magazines/print 
• Voice training & presentation 
• TV gallery/production 
• Magazine design and layout 
• Industry work placements* 

 
Examples of optional modules in Year 2 and 3:  

1. Advanced Sports TV and Live Event Production 
2. Football and Popular Culture 
3. Data Journalism  
4. Music Journalism  
5. Specialist Sports Journalism  
6. Photojournalism 
7. Sports Journalism Project  
8. Reporting Politics and Society 
9. Future Media 

 



Learn from the professionals 

You will be taught by highly experienced lecturers with professional backgrounds in journalism and the 
creative industries. Our experience ranges from writing and reporting for national newspapers and 
magazines to producing and reporting for TV and radio at national and local level. Some tutors are still 
active at the highest levels of the journalism profession. We have an extensive network of industry 
contacts and alumni in senior professional roles, ensuring our teaching is fresh and cutting edge and 
that guest lectures are delivered by successful, experienced figures within the media.  

 

International study 

Sports Journalism students at UCLan also have opportunities to either study or gain work experience 
overseas. The university runs international campuses and has contacts with other universities across 
the world, where you can study on an exchange programme. Students have been to universities in 
China, America, Australia, Denmark, Holland and Canada. Sports Journalism students may study 
abroad in Year Two of the programme.  

 

*Professional Placements 

Work placements are built into the fabric of our degree, with a compulsory placement module in year 3. 
During the course, all students must do a minimum 15 days placement and we offer support and 
guidance to help you along the way. As well as providing you with an invaluable list of placement 
opportunities, we will also help to maximise your employability, eg.  CV, interviewing skills, coaching 
and pitching to industry, working as a freelance/self-employment.  UCLan also stages a regular event 
where journalism and media professionals from across the country, visit UCLan to offer presentations, 
guidance and the chance for you to pitch to them, for work placements.  Our students go on work 
experience to a vast range of organisations, and it’s the perfect opportunity for you to pursue your 
individual interests and ambitions.  

Recent professional placements enjoyed by our students include BBC Sport, Sky Sports News,  
commercial radio, regional and local newspapers and magazines, and many football clubs, including 
Chelsea, Preston North End, Fleetwood and Bolton Wanderers. Fifty of our students were given the 
opportunity to work at the BBC’s 2017 Sports Personality of the Year awards show in Liverpool, while 
we have partnerships with Burnley FC and the League Football Education which give our students the 
opportunity to cover Premier League academy football. Our students also produce and present Cup 
draws for the Lancashire FA. It’s not just football though - we actively encourage and urge students to 
follow and develop their own individual interests and passions and cover a wide array of sport. 

 

Get involved 

There are many other ways to get involved with sports journalism and creative media at UCLan. The 
Students’ Union operates a range of media platforms within Pulse Media; The Pulse (Online and print), 
Pulse Radio and Pulse TV. These outlets allow students to develop their skills and confidence, as well 
as making new friends and having fun.  

Course fees 
• UK students                                          £9,250 
• EU students                                          £9,250 
• Students from non-EU countries      £11,950 

 



Entry requirements 
 
Our typical offer is 104 UCAS Points.  We operate a flexible admissions policy and treat everyone as 
an individual. This means that we will take into consideration your educational achievements and 
predicted grades (where applicable) together with your application as a whole, including work 
experience and personal statement.  
 
BTEC Extended Diploma: Merit, Merit, Merit 
BTEC Diploma: Distinction, Distinction 
Pass Access Course: 106 UCAS Points   
International Baccalaureate:Pass Diploma with 104 UCAS points from Higher Level Subjects 
GCSE: 5 at grade C/4 including Maths & English or equivalent  
Candidates for whom English is not their first language, should be able to demonstrate high 
standards, at IELTS 7.5 or equivalent, in all four elements of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

Students who apply for this course will be invited for interview and asked to take part in an entrance 
test before an offer is made in order to assess suitability for a career in sports journalism. This is a 
requirement of all industry-accredited journalism programmes.  
 
Applicants who do not have English as their native language or a prior qualification delivered entirely 
in English will need to have passed the IELTS test at 7.5, with no component lower than 7. 

 
•  Further details of the course can be found at this link     

https://www.uclan.ac.uk/courses/ba_hons_sports_journalism.php 

 

 
 


