
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The BA (Hons) Multimedia Journalism degree at our new Waterside campus offers students the 
opportunity to become journalists or to pursue careers in other closely related creative industries. In a 
fast-changing multimedia environment we want to ensure our students have a comprehensive set of 
skills to succeed in a competitive jobs market. The practical skills developed over the three years are 
underpinned by a critical approach to research and academic study. 
 
The course is taught by industry professionals with years of experience as working journalists. Many 
of the teaching team continue to freelance as journalists which we think is vital to keep up to date with 
current industry practice. We want our students to be forward thinking multimedia professionals able 
to apply their skills to any journalistic platform. By developing their reporting and storytelling skills they 
will be able to provide news and factual programming for a range of platforms. 
 
Students learn the necessary technical and production skills in the first year and build on those skills 
in the second and third years, creating their own multi-platform news environment. They conduct 
interviews, write news to deadlines, and compile factual news programmes and print products whilst 
also populating our student journalism website.  
 
Our new facilities at our Waterside campus enable them to present live radio and television 
programmes from our studios with the newsroom playing a central part. We want our students to be 
able to walk into any newsroom and be familiar with the technology. Each student is required to 
complete a minimum of 15 days on placement in industry during the summer breaks and we 
encourage and support them in completing freelance work and internships throughout the academic 
year. 
 
These practical elements of the course run alongside academic, theoretical modules designed to 
deepen students’ contextual understanding and powers of critical analysis. Students are taught the 
history of journalism, the principles underpinning journalism practice, media theory and research 
skills. They are taught public affairs in the first year to support their newsgathering while ethics, 
regulation and the law are taught at all three years.  
 
Learning is supported by a vibrant programme of guest speakers which is embedded in the curriculum 
with weekly talks from current journalists. Students also go on trips to newsrooms – already this year 
all the first years have visited BBC Radio Northampton. Students are also taken to the courts and the 
Houses of Parliament.  
 
BA (Hons) Multimedia Journalism at the University of Northampton equips students to become the 
journalists of the future – highly trained, multi-skilled and knowledgeable in all aspects of the industry. 
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