
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The BA (Hons) Journalism programme is vocational and aims to develop in students specialist skills 
in journalism together with an understanding of the practice of journalism through knowledge of 
critical theory and historical and contemporary contexts. It is accredited by the Broadcast Journalism 
Training Council and combines production practice with information technology, law and media theory 
to produce a course that is aimed at meeting the needs of the journalism industry. The Journalism 
programme aims to produce graduates who have:  
 

• Specialist skills in print, radio, TV and online journalism with one of these 
developed to professional levels;  

• Practical journalistic and intellectual skills which enable them to 
communicate effectively through media technologies;  

• Research skills at degree level evidenced by a research dissertation;  

• The ability to situate the study of Journalism within the broader debates in 
media and cultural theory;  

• The capability to both initiate ideas and work as a member of a team;  

• A self-sufficiency and determination in presenting themselves for 
employment as staff or freelancers in the journalism industry 

 
 
To these ends students receive a thorough grounding in media law, ethics and regulation, and politics 
and public administration as advocated by our industry partners, accreditation bodies and current 
professional practice. 
 
The course ensures that graduates will be able to make confident, considered decisions in a news 
environment adhering to legal and ethical criteria. 
 
Students are required to apply critical analysis to their professional practice informed by research. 
The third year dissertation project enables the students to explore journalism related issues in depth. 
Students are prepared for the NCTJ exams in addition to following the Broadcast Journalism Training 
Council’s course requirements. They are given the opportunity to study shorthand and receive voice 
and presentation training. Students will continuously develop traditional professional journalism skills 
in sourcing original material, undertaking different types of interviews, exposure to press conferences, 
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live news gathering, writing for audio, video, print and online, and producing news programmes and 
artefacts for print, online and broadcast.   
 
They acquire the necessary technical skills on industry standard software and systems to enable 
them to undertake key editorial and production roles on the School’s outward-facing newspaper and 
journalism website http://jmu-journalism.org.uk/ In addition they are continuously exposed to new 
developments with the introduction of mobile journalism and specialist journalism options, plus Sports 
Journalism and PR.  
 
All students participate in newsdays focussing on their chosen specialism in the third year but 
repurposing material for online, print, TV and radio as required. Radio students produce and present 
hourly bulletins and an extended programme. TV students produce an extended streamed 
programme in addition to repurposing video for print and online use.  
 
LJMU emphasises career development opportunities through partnerships with local newspapers, 
national and regional broadcasters, online outlets and our own publications. The Screen School’s 
Production hub has provided paid work opportunities for broadcast students. Collaborations this year 
have taken place with the Liverpool Philharmonic, Tate Museum, Liverpool, and the government’s 
Small Business project. All students are encouraged to seek work placements throughout their three 
years, culminating in 15 days compulsory work experience in the third year. We are delighted at the 
variety of placements provided for our students, reflecting the changes within the profession.  Many 
have led to employment opportunities.  
 


