
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The three-year undergraduate Sports Journalism course at the University of Gloucestershire 
is focused on providing students with both cutting-edge industry insight and the multimedia 
skills needed to succeed in the modern sports journalism industry. 
 
As well as making our graduates attractive to established media organisations, the course is 
aimed at providing students with the skills and enterprising spirit needed to carve out their 
own freelance futures and portfolio careers in broadcast, digital and print sports journalism. 
 
The course is taught by successful UK sports journalists who are still active in industry. 
Lecturers work for BBC Sport Online, The Times, BBC Radio and Television, the Daily Express, 
the Daily Mirror and PR consultancies. Their teaching is complemented by a wide variety of 
guest lecturers and guest editors, including Tom Rostance (BBC Online), Nick Mullins (BT 
Sport, ITV), Jill Douglas (BT Sport, BBC, ITV), Richard Morgan (ITV Wales) and Paddy Barclay 
(chairman of Football Writers’ Association) 
 
The course was launched in September 2014 following a careful design process that 
involved collaboration with editors and producers from industry, including the BBC and 
talkSPORT. The course has undergone some modifications since its launch in order to reflect 
the fast pace of change in sports journalism, and frequent visits to industry ensure the 
course remains in sync with industry.  
 
Students are required to undertake a minimum of three weeks of work placement in their 
final year, but on top of that students are provided with work experience and shadowing 
opportunities from their first term, including Premier League and Championship press 
conferences and matches and Premiership rugby matches. Students from the course work 
on BT Sport’s weekly National League highlights show, and work placements during the 
current calendar year have been to BT Sport, The Times and The Sun. 
 
As set out in the course’s Programme Specification, students reaching the end of the course 
will have: 
 

• a detailed and practical understanding of the nature of modern sports journalism 
techniques and practices, encompassing digital, broadcast and print media. 
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• a theoretical and practical knowledge of the core, generic skills required for 
journalists and communications professionals. 

• an ability to critically evaluate sports journalism and sporting issues from a variety of 
perspectives, including socio-cultural, ethical and legal. 

• an ability to take a critical and reflective approach to their academic, work and 
personal lives. 

• an ability to source and produce ethically and legally-compliant sports journalism to 
deadline across a variety of delivery platforms. 

• a capacity to write academic English through consulting a diversity of types of 
sources, presenting the results of research and working independently.  

• a self-starting, entrepreneurial mentality that ensures work is produced to deadlines. 
• communication skills, including the ability to speak with confidence, listen and give 

constructive feedback, write in a range of styles, facilitate groups and work 
collaboratively. 

 
 
 


