
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The BA Multimedia Journalism course at Essex is designed for people who want to make 
journalism their career.   When you leave, you’ll be equipped with the skills you need to 
flourish in the world of digital journalism. 
 
Digital developments and social media have transformed the business of journalism over 
the past few years.   Today’s young journalists are expected to work across print, television, 
radio, online and social media with equal facility, and to understand the demands and 
challenges of each.   Because it has been developed in the digital age, the course at Essex 
takes this new world in its stride and reflects these emerging realities in every aspect of 
your studies. 
 
In our Media Centre, you’ll work in a purpose-built Newsroom with access to audio and 
video editing software and will run your own website.    You’ll make radio and television 
programmes in our two tv studios and newly-built radio studio.   Your tutors have a broad 
spread of recent and current experience across all media, and our technical team will help 
you get the best out the equipment and the facilities we have to offer. 
 
The first year of studies concentrates on the basics of writing and reporting – story-finding 
and story-telling.   You’ll learn about the law as it applies to the media, and about the 
machinery of government at local, national and European levels.  In Year 2, you’ll start to 
diversify, applying these core skills to different media, and developing numeracy and 
research skills through our Research and Data Handling module.   In your final year, you’ll 
embark on a multimedia project that will test your ability to pursue and identify a story, 
carry out and interpret original research, conduct interviews, record and edit audio and 
video and bring all these elements together as an online multimedia presentation.    This, 
with the portfolio of work you have compiled during your course, will provide you with a 
solid body of work to show to potential employers. 
 
The editor who gives you your first job will probably want to know that your course is 
endorsed by external industry training bodies - the Broadcast Journalism Training Council 
and the National Council for the Training of Journalism.   The Essex course is accredited by 
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both organisations, demonstrating that it provides the level and quality of training expected 
of today’s journalism graduates. 
 
Editors also want to know what else you have done, and the course places a strong 
emphasis on practical experience.  We have established relationships with many local media 
organisations across print, television and radio, and in your first year you will have the 
opportunity to go on work placements.   You’ll also be encouraged to organise a longer 
period of work experience during the summer vacations.     
 
The course is a well-balanced mix of theory and practice, and brings the two together with 
regular discussions around issues and ethics, news days and your work experience 
placements.   As a journalist, you’ll have a lively and inquiring mind, and you’ll have plenty 
of opportunities to acquire a broader understanding of the world you’ll be reporting on.   
Essex is home to many of the UK’s leading social science departments, and your education 
will be enriched by disciplines such as Government, Law, Economics, Sociology and Human 
Rights.   And you’ll hear regularly from visiting lecturers and teachers who are leading 
figures in different branches of journalism. 
 
 


