
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Our course is designed to help our students find their way through the 24-hour digital cross-platform 
landscape which dominates our 21st century lives. Not only will they understand what goes into 
building that landscape, they will also gain the skills and knowledge to enable them to become a part 
of it. 
 
This means students are expected to ‘do’ Journalism from day one. We provide the equipment 
needed – including laptops, software and recording equipment – so they can take part in a range of 
exciting projects in the classroom and the community to provide real experience of writing and 
broadcasting for print, radio and online formats. We create a professionally-orientated newsroom 
environment so students can learn the tools of the trade and acquire the knowledge to develop those 
tools into cutting-edge approaches to the media industry. We also encourage our students to 
experiment with the latest tools, technologies such as 360-degree filming and virtual reality and 
journalism formats. This experimental approach is core to our curriculum and one of the distinctive 
features of our offering. 
 
Our staff are experts in digital journalism, with expertise across traditional forms such as radio, 
television, magazines and newspapers – working across local, national and international stages. We 
also have outstanding links with media organisations in the Midlands, including the BBC, Coventry 
Telegraph and local community and commercial radio stations. Together we help students understand 
the big ideas and learn the professional skills they need to give them a great chance of making it in 
their chosen profession. We are also cognisant of the fact that journalism itself is changing and as 
such our curriculum ensures that students have a range of transferable skills that can be used in 
fields complementary to and beyond journalism. 
 

Key features 
• An accredited qualification recognised by the major broadcast and online employers in the UK 
• Hands-on experience of a wide range of journalism skills and techniques 
• Activities based around industry-standard equipment 
• Teaching by staff who are leaders in their chosen professions and who are still actively 

working as journalists 
• Contact with some of the leading industry figures in the country via our guest speaker 

programme 
• The opportunity to undertake a professional placement and/or a period studying abroad 
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Core course themes 
Journalism production and storytelling: the theoretical and practical approaches to producing a 
range of output – both oral and image-based – for broadcast media as well as the theoretical and 
practical approaches to producing word-based texts – both features and news – for a variety of print 
and online media. This also includes experimental forms of journalism and new technologies, so that 
production moves beyond the traditional to future-focused ways of engaging in content production. 
Specialist option modules: a range of specialist option modules focusing on core specialisms from 
investigative journalism and political reporting to public relations, sport, entertainment and lifestyle, 
and tech and gaming journalism. 
Media law: the essential guide to the major aspects of English law and other forms of regulation 
which govern what you can and cannot say or write is divided across years 1 and 2. This also covers 
court reporting and students have the opportunity to visit both Magistrate’s and Crown courts.  
Government: a practical and theoretical guide to the workings of local and national government and 
how to report them. The production and storytelling modules allow students to engage in practice 
such as covering city council meetings, while the journalism theory modules delve into the relationship 
between government – at all levels – and journalists. 
Media theory: an exploration of the major theoretical issues which underpin our 21st century media, 
such as notions of audience, framing, stereotypes and gender. 
Professional development: your personal and professional development will be charted through 
your three years with us to help you target your professional career. This includes the opportunity to 
undertake a placement and study shorthand.  

Current course structure 
 
This course is regularly reviewed and updated to reflect new developments and the requirements of 
the profession and industry. The current course structure is as follows: 

 
Year 1 

Semester 1 Semester 2 
1005MAPA Journalism Production and 

Storytelling 1 [40] 
1006MAPA Journalism Production and Storytelling 2 

[40] 
1004MAPA Journalism in Society [20] 1003MAPA Media Law in Practice [10] 

Add+vantage module in either Semester 1 or 2 
Year 2 

Semester 1 Semester 2 
2003MAPA Journalism and Society [20] 2006MAPA Law and Ethics for Journalists [10] 
2007MAPA Journalism Production and 

Storytelling 3 [20] 
2008MAPA Experimental Journalism Production and 

Storytelling 4 [20] 
2002MAPA Journalism in Practice [20] One from  

2009MAPA Magazine Journalism [20] 
2004MAPA Public Relations and Social Media [20] 

2005MAPA Sport Journalism [20] 
Add+vantage module in either Semester 1 or 2 

Final Year 
Semester 1 Semester 2 

3005MAPA Planning Your Project [10] 
 

3004MAPA Final Project [40] 
OR 

3003MAPA Dissertation [40] 
3009MAPA Journalism Production and 

Storytelling 5 [40] 
One from  

3006MAPA Entertainment and Lifestyle Journalism [20] 



3007MAPA Investigative Journalism and Political 
Reporting [20] 

3008MAPA Tech and Gaming Journalism [20] 
Add+vantage module in either Semester 1 or 2 

 

Main teaching and learning methods 
 
We use a variety of wireless technologies and teaching strategies. Students are given their own 
subsidised Apple MacBook Pro, equipped with industry standard software, and recording devices to 
create a professional learning environment. Students are expected to take part in different projects 
and activities across the curriculum and to experiment with ways of doing journalism. At the heart of 
our curriculum are the news days which enables us to test skills in a live environment so students 
experience the excitement of news production from the start. 
 
Students are expected to use a range of industry-standard equipment. This includes computer 
programs such as Adobe Creative Cloud and more complex equipment such as the digital and 
analogue radio studios and the Tank Television studio. Full skills instruction is given by expert staff 
where needed. Students are also able to access range of specialist equipment, such as digital 
recorders and video cameras, via our Media Loan Shop, which is based within the school. Additional 
equipment is offered through the No Hidden Extras programme and tailored to the needs of the 
journalism students. This means that specific equipment needs area assessed each year and bundles 
are adapted accordingly. 
 
We also use the University’s online learning environment, CUOnline to organise teaching and learning 
at a module level, for instance, by using it to store and disseminate essential information about 
timetables and other module activities and materials.  Students are also expected to create and 
maintain digital artefacts such as blogs or websites to support their learning. 
 
Our modules use a variety of teaching methods. These include formal lectures, seminars, practical 
workshops and small-group skills sessions. Students are expected to go out and about to gather and 
produce material and we also have a wide range of extra-curricular activities which enhance their 
opportunity to engage with Journalism. 

Supporting learning 
 
Students’ immediate contact is with a course team which is concerned with the course and welfare. 
Each student has an Academic Personal Tutor, who will be a member of the journalism team, and 
who will supervise the student through their time at Coventry University.  Support is also offered by 
the Course Director and from Year Tutors. We are also supported by administrative staff, who are 
based in our school and the central team of trained staff at the Student Advice Centre who can 
support welfare needs. 

Facilities 
 
This course is housed in its own dedicated newsroom, which enables us to create a 24-hour learning 
environment, in keeping with the news environment. In addition to this we have two dedicated industry 
standard radio studios and a state-of-the-art television studio. A wide range of specialist equipment is 
available for use via our Media Loan Shop. 
 
In addition, students can benefit from the Student Union media facilities, which include a radio station, 
television production outfit and print and online newspaper housed in the Student Hub. 
 
 
Average learning hours 
 



Students can expect about 15 contact hours of study, which would break down on average as follows. 
 

Large Group Activity 4 hours of lectures every week. 
Medium Group Activity 12 hours of practical classes, skills instruction, workshops or 

seminars every week 
Small Group Activity 1 hour of tutorial (or, later, individual project supervision) every 

week 
Personal Learning 18 hours each week studying and revising in your own time- 

including some guided study using handouts, on-line activities etc. 

 
Assessment methods 
 
Assessment is by a mixture of coursework assignments. These may take a number of different forms 
including group projects, presentations, essays or the production of journalism. We also use 
coursework types that are aligned with ‘real life’ situations, such as case studies, or which fulfil the 
needs of a brief set by a real media organisation.  
 
Enhancing employability 

Placements and internships 
 
All students are expected to complete at the very minimum the 15 days work placement required by 
the BJTC. To help them achieve this, there is the Professional Experience module dedicated to 
preparing them for the world of work and moving forward a module in the first semester of the 3rd year 
where they will be able to codify their placements and reflect on them. They may choose to take part 
in an overseas project or in a self-mentored project in order to strengthen a particular area of their 
work. Both academic and specialist careers staff from our dedicated School employability section help 
and advise students. 

Add+vantage modules 
 
Students can take Add+vantage modules which are designed to increase your employability skills. 
For Journalism students this is a valuable space in which to learn Teeline shorthand, although they 
can also opt for a wide variety of subjects including practical media skills, languages and business 
skills.   

Employer links 
 
The department has strong links with the media in the Midlands and beyond. We have established a 
number of media partnerships including the Coventry Telegraph, Touch FM, ITV Central, Century PR, 
Coventry Rugby and Coventry Council where students can compete for a range of opportunities. 
There is also our allotment of BJTC/BBC placements and local community stations such as Radio 
Plus. We have also worked with our alumni to help create more placements at Heat, Bella and Closer. 
Students have also landed placements further afield at news outlets such as Sky, the Daily Mail and 
the Independent, as well as regional papers in Wolverhampton and Birmingham. We also host a 
series of guest speakers, which brings high profile industry representatives through our doors 
regularly, many of whom also assist as guest editors during news days. 

Overseas placements and internships 
 
Our Sandwich degree option allows a full year placement, and this can be taken overseas. The 
University offers International Experience and Mobility Grants to enable such visits. Overseas visits 
and field trips. 

Study abroad opportunities 
 



The University run a number of specific schemes to allow students short periods of overseas study 
including the Erasmus scheme. Students may study for a term or for a year and funding may be 
available to help them complete this stage of your studies. The course also promotes and participates 
in projects abroad; past years have seen Journalism students visit Malaga, Amsterdam, and New 
York. 

Activities with students based overseas 
 
Students have the opportunity to work on a variety of projects with students from abroad. We regularly 
participate in online projects with institutions around the world including the Pop Up Newsroom 
project, GENII and the Global News Relay. These projects, which are integrated into the curriculum, 
offer students the opportunity to practise journalism in a global context and also to compare the 
practice of journalism in other countries. 

International examples in the curriculum 
 
The accredited nature of our course means the focus of our vocational content is on the British 
broadcasting industry. However, the theoretical approach to Journalism enables us to broaden our 
perspective and position our practice on an international and global stage.   
 
International field trips 
 
The journalism course team has offered its own international reporting trips including from Spain and 
Netherlands which help students to work in different contexts, sourcing news from a range of sources 
and environments. This year we also travelled to New York where we visited ABC News and a college 
radio newsroom in New Jersey. 
 
The School of Media and Performing Arts 
 
The Journalism course is based within the School of Media and Performing Arts. As such our 
students can expect to be part of a vibrant and innovative media performing arts community which 
seeks to challenge and innovate in terms of theory and practice. 
 
The School ethos is rooted in being visible, collaborative and socially and professionally engaged. 
This is a distinctive, inclusive and strong academic direction and a positive professional and ethical 
stance for the School.   
 


