
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

General introduction to the programme 

BA (Hons) Multimedia Journalism (MMJ) offers you the opportunity to acquire all the skills 
required to help become a first class journalist at the cutting edge of the new media digital 
revolution. The emphasis here is on “multimedia” and by the end of the course you should be 
able to make radio and TV programmes, write a news story or a feature, and put the whole 
basket of skills together online, using up to date web journalism principles and techniques 
including effective use of social media. 
  
To enhance good professional practice, you will be given your own iPod, mic and tripod at the 
beginning of the first year. At the same time as learning these core skills to professional 
standards, you will be stimulated by some theoretical courses that teach how to analyse your 
own work, as well as discussing the broader context of media, society and ethics. 
  
Technology is advancing rapidly in the journalistic field and the many media have converged. 
Most media organisations, new or established, now produce stories across all forms of media. 
The MMJ programme reflects this shift and you will learn from experienced journalists the 
specific skills related to individual media. These include filming, editing, presenting, working 
in studios, writing, setting up web sites, and using social media. But MMJ wears its technology 
lightly. The scene is changing so fast it is impossible to learn every new advance. So at the 
core of your work will be the principles and ethics of journalism: how to construct a news 
story or feature or interview across any medium. 
  
This pioneering approach has already led to significant achievements recognised by our 
continuing accreditation by the key industry body – the Broadcasting Journalism Training 
Council (BJTC). Throughout the programme you will be able to talk to visiting professionals 
who will both teach you and offer advice on how best to develop your career path. 
Professional placements in real newsrooms are a compulsory part of the programme so you 
will soon have a chance to practice your skills in the ‘real world.’ The course is fun, lively and 
challenging - all in a great city too!  By the end of it you will understand contemporary media 
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and be taught the skills to work in any media as a journalist or any other type of 
communications professional. 
  

What are the aims of the programme? 

BA Multimedia Journalism will help develop the professional skills and understanding needed 
to work effectively as multimedia journalists for newspapers, magazines, radio and television 
and web-based publications. In this programme you will also develop an understanding of the 
social, ethical and political context of journalism as well as gaining the critical abilities derived 
from a traditional honours-level academic education. 
  
As you progress through your degree you will have the option to specialise in a particular 
medium although the primary aim of the programme is to help you develop skills across the 
spectrum of media. You will learn how to handle digital technology in film, audio and online, 
acquiring the skills to edit radio and TV, set up and populate web sites, publish desk-top 
newspapers and magazines. There will be constant interplay between practice and theory 
and your approach will be informed by an understanding of the law, ethics, regulations and 
public affairs of the contemporary media landscape.  You will work in groups or individually 
to apply these skills creatively, often to demanding deadlines reflecting practice in industry. 
You will develop the ability to communicate effectively, present in public, discuss and reflect 
critically on what you have learned. 
  
There will be opportunities for you to take these skills and practice them in the workplace. 
Along the way you will learn a wide variety of IT and practical skills but while this is often a 
practical course, you will also learn how to analyse and think critically, gaining an advanced 
understanding of the social, political and economic contexts of journalism and the issues 
facing the profession at a time of ongoing technological, structural and regulatory change. 
 
Students are expected to meet both the standards and the requirements of the UK Broadcast 
Journalism Training Council accreditation, which includes obtaining a minimum of 15 days 
work experience in a professional news or communications workplace, as well as having a 
firm graps on professional journaistic working practices and an in-depth knowledge of Law, 
Politics, Ethics and Public Affairs. 
 
Link to our course site here: 
 
https://www.canterbury.ac.uk/study-here/courses/undergraduate/journalism-multimedia-
journalism-19-20.aspx 
 


