
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
a) Occupational goals: 
 
The MA Multimedia Journalism is a conversion degree which aims to produce journalists who 
are “versatile and reflective practitioners” and enable its graduates with skills for the jobs 
which are still available now as well as the ones yet to come. It helps students develop an 
awareness of and adaptability to changing media, while not losing sight of the journalism. Its 
goal is to address the convergence of print, radio/audio and television/video journalism into 
a single electronic digital platform and setting this convergence in the context of the 
globalisation of media organisations and media products.  
 
Students are expected to develop a portfolio of work deploying core journalism skills in a 
variety of media. They become proficient in newsgathering, reporting, writing/producing 
news and features journalism with a view to using appropriate multimedia methods to best 
tell a story, reinforced by accompanying technical skills training (which also includes basic 
coding), as well as social media to search out an audience. 
 
Students get out to find and produce their own real news stories from Week 1, and can 
develop strengths in key basics and medium bases of online, television and radio journalism, 
which allows entry to traditional single media jobs if desired. At the same time they develop 
skills for combined multimedia reporting, rigorously experienced on newsdays.  
 
Overall on the degree, students write, produce, broadcast and present their work. They also 
learn to publish their work on the web as early as possible to a real audience. The very 
practical course emphasises aspects of multimedia web delivery including design, and 
effective use of audio, video, longer written news and features, still pictures, and interactive 
tools. The course stresses speed as deadlines become instant and media formats more 
various. At times, the syllabus has moved apart and even ahead of the ‘industry’, and certainly 
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aims to anticipate. Currently students are experimenting with Virtual Reality 3D filming and 
using drones.  
 
Optionality allows students to develop a degree of specialisation or just further skills in Digital 
Magazine, Documentary and Investigative Journalism while exploring newer technologies in 
New Media Innovation. Students are assisted in gaining their invaluable and compulsory 
Professional placements, both the Faculty Placements Office but also a MAMMJ journalism 
lecturer, in addition, the degree has a solid academic underpinning. Journalism in Global 
Contexts, Legal and Ethical Context, Environment, Conflict and Crisis News, and the 
Journalism Project or Dissertation, all help to develop reflective and critically-aware 
graduates who can function competitively and flexibly in a variety of journalistic 
environments. 
 
All of this allows for a great variety of journalism career paths, as shown in a separate 
document. Importantly it also enables students from overseas to gain these jobs in their home 
countries if they wish, or sometimes elsewhere, and also local students to go overseas. 
 
b) Intended cohort 
 
The cohort is intended to be mixed in terms of age, gender, ethnicity and nationality. 
Recruitment is intended to be both national and international. The undergraduate degree 
and work and life experience is intended to be broad (the achievement of this was 
commended as a highlight in the recent review). 
 
c) Duration and status 
 
12-month postgraduate course. 
 
 
 


