
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Birmingham City University’s MA in Multiplatform and Mobile Journalism is a cutting edge course 
designed to give students the multiplatform skills needed to work within a fast-changing news industry 
and media environment. 
 
We aim to develop students into critical makers, and who are able to combine cutting edge production 
practices and industry techniques with an engagement with complex debates in media. 
 
Students learn both online and broadcast journalism, production for multiple media including mobile 
reporting, data journalism, social media storytelling, and the narrative skills to adapt to new 
technologies as the sector continues to evolve. These skills are underpinned by a range of 
newsgathering skills from identifying regular news sources and events to interviews, open source 
intelligence, documents and data, complemented by a firm understanding of legal, regulatory and 
ethical considerations involved in news production.  
 
The course is led and taught by award-winning journalists who have worked with organisations 
ranging from the BBC and The Bureau of Investigative Journalism to local and national newspapers, 
commercial radio and magazines, working across multiple platforms and experimenting with new 
practices. Strong links with industry and regular involvement in live projects help strengthen both 
industry knowledge and employability, with students being approached to work on projects by ITV 
News, BBC Radio 4, the Birmingham Mail and the Bureau of Investigative Journalism’s Bureau Local 
project in its first year alone. 
 
Occupational goals 
 
They should be ready to enter a news industry that is reshaping itself from single medium 
organisations into multiplatform, digital-first operations, taking on jobs such as broadcast journalist, 
video journalist, online reporter, podcaster, social media manager, data journalist, specialist 
correspondent and documentary maker.  
 
Admissions 
 
The course recruits people who have a passion for new forms of journalism, along with a strong and 
inquiring mind and a tendency not to take no for an answer. Applicants are expected to have a 2:1 or 
an equivalent qualification, and experience in journalism or media production (for example, video, 
audio, web production or print) with IELTS level 7.5 or above. They will be expected to provide 
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evidence of original newsgathering and critical engagement with the field, or complete tasks which will 
show that, and all applicants are formally interviewed 
 
Intake and duration 
 
Currently in its first year of operation, the postgraduate course has 18 full time students (10 White, 6 
Asian and 2 Black or Black British Caribbean; 13 female and 5 male). This is higher than would 
normally be expected due to the closure of the MA in International Broadcast Journalism course the 
previous year, so a typical cohort is expected to be around 10 students. 
 
The course lasts 12 months and is full time. There is no option for part time study. 
 
Structure 
 
The first semester of the course focuses on building a breadth of skills: the core Multiplatform and 
Mobile Journalism module develops fundamental skills in identifying news stories and sources, and 
reporting those across platforms including radio, online, social, and video, and using formats such as 
liveblogging and data journalism while exploring relevant legal and ethical considerations. A module in 
Narrative builds an understanding of traditional and emerging structures, including the inverted 
pyramid, longform and immersive journalism, and visual journalism, while building technical skills in 
video and audio editing and recording, TV studio, and mobile journalism tools. Research in Practice 
builds a foundation in key issues facing the media, and planning considerations such as health and 
safety, as a foundation for proposing and planning a final year project. The semester has 15 
newsdays to encourage applied practice against a deadline on different platforms. During this first 
semester students receive over two hours of voice training through a group introduction to voice and 
exercises; one-to-one sessions; and detailed feedback on voice on newsdays. 
 
The second semester of the course builds on those experiences to develop depth in longer audio and 
video current affairs production, or specialist and investigative reporting. Students receive a fourth 30-
minute voice training session (making 2 hours total), as well as informal voice training within News 
and Current Affairs. Alongside this students undertake at least 15 days of industry experience as part 
of the modules in Work Placement or Entrepreneurship in Practice, and further develop their 
understanding of law, regulation, ethics and institutions - including an understanding of information 
security and source protection - in a dedicated module. This module (Law, Regulation and 
Institutions) includes a pass/fail examination in line with BJTC requirements (which also do not allow 
for marks to be condoned) and a journalistic task on a given area of public life. 
 
In the final part of the course students undertake a practically-based Major Project. This builds on 
their experiences on the course so far and relates those to their specific professional and intellectual 
objectives, while demonstrating an engagement with related critical literature. Examples might include 
documentaries, podcasts, investigations or portfolios of multiplatform journalism. 
 
Throughout this time students have access to 6 industry standard radio studios and 4 industry 
standard TV studios, including one dedicated news programme set. During January the students 
broadcast on a live radio station. Video bulletins are published on YouTube and the students can also 
choose to live stream on YouTube, Facebook Live, Periscope or Instagram Live using 
BirminghamEastside.com and its associated social platforms. 
 
Semester 1 
 
Multiplatform and Mobile Journalism 
Narrative: from Media to Interactive Media 
Research in Practice 
 
Semester 2 
 
Law, Regulation and Institutions 
Work Placement OR Entrepreneurship in Practice  



News and Current Affairs OR Specialist Journalism, Investigation and Coding 
 
Semester 3 
 
Major Project: students on the course can only do practice projects 
 
As part of the course students have opportunities to take part in optional extra classes, hear from 
guest speakers and take part in extra activities. Examples in 2017/18 so far include: 
 

! Jenna Corderoy, WhatDoTheyKnow (FOI) 
! Julian March, MD Future Publishing 
! Gill Dawson, head of digital Centaur Media 
! Thierry Driver, Tableau 
! Luke Stoughton, Infolab 
! Nick Garnet, BBC 
! Abdulalem Alshamery, documentary maker 
! Brian Cathcart 
! Marianne Bouchart, Global Editors Network 
! BBC News Lab hackday 
! Open Data Day Hackday 
! BBC data unit hackday 
! MoJo conference, Galway, Ireland 

 
 
 
 


